illness rates exceed 18 per 100 
workers. The most common injuries 
are severed fingers, back and leg 
problems, and carpal tunnel 
syndrome. While a better solution 
might be, of course, to organize a 
union local, unionizing efforts have 
been met with similar intimidation. 

The one bright light in this 
gloomy picture may be colored 
green. The Clinton administration 
has recently given its go ahead to a 
revived OSHA reform bill that 
might still put some teeth in the 
agency. In addition to requiring 
employers to set up health and 
safety programs, extending OSHA 
to cover public employees, setting 
stricter exposure limits for toxic sub- 
stances, and establishing criminal 
penalties for violations, the Ken- 
nedy-Ford bill includes a provision 
to increase protection for whistle- 
blowers drafted by GAP. It would 
increase from 30 to 180 days the time 
limit for workers to file a complaint 
if they feel they have been fired or 
otherwise harassed for having 
reported health and safety viola- 
tions. It would also allow workers to 
pursue the complaint on their own if 
they felt the Department of Labor 
was not adequately prosecuting 
their case. 

Along with increased legislative 
protection for workers, GAP is also 
attempting to get USDA, whose 
meat inspectors are in the poultry 
plants every day, to check the meat 
for violations of food safety and to 
cooperate with OSHA in training its 
inspectors to recognize and report 
hazards to the workers as well. 4 

—Ellen Bilofsky 
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